
 

 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Listening 

 

Year 1 

Move and dance with the music. Find the steady 

beat. Talk about feelings created by the music. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Describe tempo as fast or slow. Describe dynamics 

as loud and quiet. Join in sections of the song, eg 

chorus. Begin to understand where the music fits in 

the world. Begin to understand about different 

styles of music 

Year 2 

Mark the beat of a listening piece (eg Boléro by 

Ravel) by tapping or clapping and recognising 

tempo, as well as changes in tempo. Walk in time 

to the beat of a piece of music. Identify the beat 

groupings in the music you sing and listen, eg 2-

time, 3-time etc. Move and dance with the music 

confidently. Talk about how the music makes you 

feel. Find different steady beats. Describe tempo 

as fast or slow. Describe dynamics as loud or quiet. 

Join in sections of the song, eg call and response. 

Start to talk about the style of a piece of music. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Start to talk about where music might fit into the 

world. 

EYFS Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 5 

Talk about feelings created by the music. Justify a 

personal opinion with reference to Musical 

Elements. Find and demonstrate the steady beat. 

Identify 2/4, 3/4, 6/8 and 5/4 metre. Identify the 

musical style of a song or piece of music. Identify 

instruments by ear and through a range of media. 

Discuss the structure of the music with reference to 

verse, chorus, bridge, repeat signs, chorus and final 

chorus, improvisation, call and response, and AB 

form. Explain a bridge passage and its position in a 

song. Recall by ear memorable phrases heard in 

the music. Identify major and minor tonality. 

Recognise the sound and notes of the pentatonic 

and Blues scales, by ear and from notation. Explain 

the role of a main theme in musical structure. Know 

and understand what a musical introduction is and 

its purpose. Explain rapping.  

Year 3 

Share your thoughts and feelings about the music 

together. Find the beat or groove of the music. 

Walk, move or clap a steady beat with others, 

changing the speed of the beat as the tempo of 

the music changes. Invent different actions to 

move in time with the music. Talk about what the 

song or piece of music means. Identify some 

instruments you can hear playing. Identify if it’s a 

male or female voice singing the song. Talk about 

the style of the music 

Year 4 

Talk about the words of a song. Think about why 

the song or piece of music was written. Find and 

demonstrate the steady beat. Identify 2/4, 3/4, and 

4/4 metre. Identify the tempo as fast, slow or 

steady. Recognise the style of music you are 

listening to. Discuss the structures of songs. Identify: 

• Call and response • A solo vocal or instrumental 

line and the rest of the ensemble • A change in 

texture • Articulation on certain words • 

Programme music Explain what a main theme is 

and identify when it is repeated. Know and 

understand what a musical introduction is and its 

purpose. Recall by ear memorable phrases heard 

in the music. Identify major and minor tonality. 

Recognise the sound and notes of the pentatonic 

scale by ear and from notation. Describe legato 

and staccato.  

Year 6 
Talk about feelings created by the music. Justify a personal opinion with reference to Musical Elements. Identify 2/4, 

4/4, 3/4, 6/8 and 5/4. Identify the musical style of a song using some musical vocabulary to discuss its Musical 

Elements. Identify the following instruments by ear and through a range of media: bass guitar, electric guitar, 

percussion, sections of the orchestra such as brass, woodwind and strings, electric organ, congas, pianos and 

synthesizers, and vocal techniques such as scat singing. Discuss the structure of the music with reference to verse, 

chorus, bridge and an instrumental break. Explain a bridge passage and its position in a song. Recall by ear 

memorable phrases heard in the music. Identify major and minor tonality, chord triads I, IV and V, and intervals within 

a major scale. Explain the role of a main theme in musical structure. Know and understand what a musical 

introduction and outro is, and its purpose. Identify the sound of a Gospel choir and soloist, Rock band, symphony 

orchestra and A Cappella groups. 


